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CAT and Community Workshop and Training Center Celebrate 50 Years of Service to Adults with Disabilities
President of Caterpillar Inc. Speaks at CWTC Annual Dinner
PEORIA, Il. – The president of Caterpillar Inc. (CAT) was the guest speaker at the Community Workshop and Training Center’s (CWTC) annual dinner in Peoria on Tuesday, Sept. 14. This time though, the dinner was celebrating more than just a year’s progress.  CWTC and CAT have reached the fifty years of service helping adults with disabilities achieve independence.
CAT provides the workshop with thousands of job opportunities for disabled adults which helps them earn enough money to live on their own.  CWTC has grown from only 1 employee and 13 consumers in 1960, to over 200 employees and 825 consumers in 2010. With the help of CAT, great leadership, and dedicated staff, CWTC has been successful in providing services throughout these rough economic times.  The relationship between Caterpillar and CWTC not only plays an instrumental role helping disabled adults become an integral part of society but also in dissolving the negative stigma attached to those with disabilities.  
CWTC celebrated its accomplishments with a motorcycle raffle and an auction of various merchandise, with all proceeds going to adults with disabilities.  
Throughout the years, CWTC has maintained its goal to help disabled adults grow and live independently.  Executive Director, Gale Leiby says that one of the greatest things about the company is that its goal has never changed, that being “helping people, help themselves.” Leiby says “without the support of parents, strong community leaders and local legislators CWTC would not have seen the prosperity that we have today.”
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